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OVERSEAS TRAVEL, INCORRECT INFORMATION 

599. Hon BARBARA SCOTT to the Leader of the House representing the Premier: 
(1) Will the minister inform the Parliament whether the Premier has identified the person from the 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet who was responsible for the incorrect entry against my name 
for overseas travel claimed on the imprest account in September 2001? 

(2) An employee of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet inserted a figure of $20 135 against my 
name.  That figure was the sum total of the overseas travel of three members of Parliament.  The report 
of interstate and overseas travel undertaken by members of Parliament for the three months ending 30 
September 2001 funded by the imprest account stated that I was accompanied by my husband.  My 
husband did not travel with me.  Has the Premier reprimanded the person responsible for this error; and, 
if not, why not? 

(3) This incorrect information was published in The West Australian on Saturday, 7 December 2002 in an 
article titled “Most Expensive Overseas Trips by MPs in 2001”.  The article, which has been read 
widely, implied that my husband travelled to Europe at taxpayers’ expense.  On 13 December 2002, I 
wrote to the Premier requesting that he provide a written apology to my husband, that a public apology 
be printed in The West Australian, and that the apology be given the same prominence as was given to 
the original article.  To date, no apology has been received.  Does the Premier intend to provide the 
apologies; and, if so, when will he do so?  If not, why not? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 

(1)-(3) In answer to a previous question from the member on this issue on 10 December 2002, I explained that 
the incorrect entry against the member’s name for overseas travel expenses claimed was a result of a 
data entry error.  I emphasise again that it was an innocent data entry mistake and I trust that the 
member will understand that such human error can occur when many hundreds of figures are entered 
manually.  In answering the member’s previous question on this matter, I also apologised on behalf of 
the Premier and the Director General of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet for the 
inconvenience caused to the member by this data entry mistake.  I note that The West Australian also 
ran a correction in its edition of 14 December 2002 in relation to the member’s travel expenses.  I am 
advised that the member can expect to receive a written apology from the Premier on this matter in the 
near future, in response to her request for such. 

 


